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Tom Wagner of the workshop presentations and returned home with lots of ideas to 215 Sy Naxwer e

troduce to our clubhouse members, staff and board. One of the most $peela Ellington
cial moments for me was the presentation of a book to Ralph Bilby for his
EMERITUS MEMBERS retirement. This book is filled with heastarming messages from club-
Jacob Banyai house staff, members and the board worldwide. Over 700 people stodgdfi
to applaud Ralph for his years of dedication to the clubhouse model. | must
) say, Ralph has been my inspiration and role model for the past 15 years.
Margaret Currin Thank you Ralph- Sue Hanson
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| was asked to represent the Alliance
House Board, on a panel about Board o o .
I | Recruitment and Development. So muéﬁi‘i’g'r?;f}miegf;/;m;rgz;?;/_
iy valuable information was shar nd | . ;
o e clt erey raned. xcept
o o the case of art, fiction and po-
, Benevon fundraising organization, of ey please provide appropriate
which Alliance House has been a partici-
pant for four years, asked me to speak

Karen Wildfoersteri and answer questions about the effectiveness of the Benevon model for
Development Director clubhouses. The rest of the time was spent listening to speakers talk about
every aspect of clubhouse, attendi hops,

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR e . . . S
cu _ €10 participants, walking on the beach and just having FUN. Some highlights
Janet Tennison, LCSW were a drum circle, a reception for board members from other clubhouses,
and fireworks on the beach.
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This was a time that | will cherish for many years. | only hope
that other members of the board will be able to attend the 16IS Our Trolley Square Escapade

with me in two years. - Edna EIlkins

Attending the 18 International Seminar in St. Petersburg, Florida,
was a very amazing and uplifting experience. It was an awesome
experience to meet clubhouse members from around the world.
The different Plenary and workshops were very informative.
There were many amazing stories that were shared by various
members of the international community. | learned in one work-
shop that housing for clubhouse members is a huge problem.
However, if there is a way to find a developer who would be able
to work with Alliance House in restoring properties around Salt
Lake City, that would help the development of our future housing

needs for our clubhouse membersé Ruthena Hensley Recently we were on an outing to Urban Studios at Trolley Square,
with Sue, Lia, and several members, for free classes in ballroom danc-
ing. We all met at the Alliance House at 3:45 p.m. and we all climbed
into the van and we drove up 200 South to Trolley Square and parked
the van and crossed the cregalk. We went upstairs and passed

Rodizio Grill and found ourselves at a brand new dance studio. We
met the instructor, Ms. Debbie, who happens to be a relation to Sue
Hansen. There were brand new hardwood floors andtealbll

mirrors. We initially learned the Waltz step and we continued the

class and learned the Foxtrot, the Swing, which was played to country
musi c. The | ast step we | earned
of Oz: 0o We al l enjoyed ourselves
practiced what we had learned. The class was over in an hour and we
all promised to reconvene in a month, the same first Thursday of every
month at the same time for our free lesson. These classes will con-
tinue for the next 5 months. We hope to see you there!

By: Pamela Ellington & Jolene Waters

The International Clubhouse Conference was inspiring, informa-
tive and rejuvenating. | heard some remarkable stories about
members who had no hope until they came to a clubhouse. The
were two individuals who worked specifically in the kitchen, and
from there, got jobs out in the community. It was very gratifying
to hear how much they felt the kitchen work helped them. There
was a woman, who was a widow of a man who suffered from a
mental iliness. She donated her own home and turned it into a
clubhouse. | spoke with her personally, wondering where she
lives now. She said she has a nice apartment and is very please
with the clubhouse.

The information was great. | learned things like how to develop a
transitional employment position, from the director of a clubhouse
in South Carolina. | also got some fresh ideas from other kitchen
units.

| was rejuvenated. The warm ocean breezes, the food, the food |
di dnot have to be in charge of,
me renewed strength to get back to Alliance House and share the
ideas, work hard, and have a great téineynn Sorenson
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Jeremy¥%¥»Bs Soundbyte

By: Jeremy Christensen

Hmmmmé a final Soundbyteé what to sayé or rather
name ASoundbytedo 4 years ago. Thanks for that Duncan
part of the Alliance House Clubhouse Chronicle since then. | have a feeling it will be difficult to adequately describe m\
gratitude to the Clubhouse Community.

Most people will read this article after | have left Alliance House, and | hope | was able to sdyygdod/ou
personally. I dondét think it wildl be possible for me
ance House to leave me. My whole world view has been shifted through this experience. Most days | wondered if Alli-
ance House was getting more out of me or if | was getting more out of Alliance House. | must admit the later was more
often the case.

| see people differently now. | see myself differently because of my interactions here. | am less prone to take fo
granted my own health, my friends, family or anything in my life. Whenever there is adversity at my door, | have many
points of inspiration to draw from in the examples from members at Alliance House who faced insurmountable odds ar
overcame.

Alliance House has expanded my capacity for love. | am the first to preach that you should not take work home
but so many nights | have lain awake, my heart breaking for members | knew were sleeping on the street, going withot
dinner, sitting in an ER or Hospital suffering from a flare of symptoms and seriously considering suicide. | spent so
many of those nights racking my brain for solutions, supports and finally resorted to a prayer for so many of the people
have grown to love.

Being at Alliance House everyday brought stark realization of my own flaws and imperfections side by side witt
the hope that | could be a better person. How could | not find hope watching so many of my friends at Clubhouse takin
on so much, staring down failure and doing it with a smile? So many days | found my strength at Alliance House.

My greatest happiness comes from knowing that Alliance House will continue in our community and continue
stronger than ever. | have no doubt about this because | know the members. | know the staff. | know the board. | know
our community friends and partners. | know that they all know the power of this Clubhouse Community and how it
changes the lives of every person it touches. It has touched me
and my life is changed. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jeremy



